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Lesson Plan: Earth Day Letter Hunt
by Melody Johnson
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Materials and Preparation
Materials

Marker

Pencils

52 recyclable materials of various sizes

Paper

Piece of plastic

Empty glass bottle

Old newspaper

Cans

Bins (2 per class)

Alphabet sheets

Alphabet assessment sheet
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Learning Objectives
Students will be able to identify and recall uppercase and lowercase letters independently and with peer
support.

Introduction (10 minutes)

Set out the following items so the class can see them clearly: a
piece of paper, plastic, one glass bottle, newspaper, cans, and
a bin.

Ask your students which of these materials they have in their
homes. Ask them which objects they can reuse, or use again.
Ask them which objects they can recycle, or turn into another
material to use again. Remind them that all of those materials
can be recycled.

Encourage your students to share their home experiences with
the materials presented. For example, they might have cans in
their refrigerators.

Explicit Instruction/Teacher Modeling (5 minutes)

Tell your students that they will be looking for uppercase and
lowercase letters on more recyclable materials around the classroom.

Preparation

Before starting this lesson, mark the outside of each of the 52 recyclable items with an uppercase or
lowercase letter, one for each letter of the alphabet.

Label one bin with the word uppercase and the other with the word lowercase.

Related Books and/or Media

GAME: Nighttime Photoshoot

GAME: Alphabet Space Photoshoot

Key Terms

reuse

recycle

https://www.education.com/game/nighttime-photoshoot/
https://www.education.com/game/outer-space-photoshoot/
https://www.education.com/download/lesson-plan/earth-day-letter-hunt/attachments/alphabet-sheet-and-assessment-sheet.pdf
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Model how to pick up an item by looking at the letter on the outside, saying it aloud, identifying it as
uppercase and lowercase, and putting it in the correct bin.

When you place the materials into the bins, remind them that they can recycle these items to help
our Earth stay beautiful.

Guided Practice/Interactive Modeling (5 minutes)

Choose up to three student volunteers to model how to pick up the materials.

Have your students each find a letter, say the letter aloud, and place it in the correct bin. For
example, if the student finds a B on a bottle, have him say the letter aloud and place the object into
the uppercase bin.

Independent Working Time (10 minutes)

Once the student volunteers have modeled how to collect the letters and put them into appropriate
bins, instruct the rest of the class to do the same.

Direct your students to walk around finding letters, saying the name of the letters as they drop them
into the bins. On the Alphabet sheets, have them mark the letters they dropped into the bins with
their name.

After the class has finished, challenge your students to take the letters out of the bins and put them
in alphabetical order.

Differentiation

Enrichment: Ask your advanced students to look for recyclable materials that have words on them,
such as box. Then, have them spell out the word on paper.

Support: Have your students find letters and say them aloud. Instead of placing the objects into the
correct bins, pair your students up with partners so that they can assist each other in explaining why
a letter is uppercase or lowercase.
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Assessment (5 minutes)

Use the Alphabet Assessment sheet to stand nearby the bins and check to see if each student can
correctly identify uppercase and lowercase letters.

You can conduct your assessment during modeling to see what letters your students may not be
familiar with.

Review and Closing (5 minutes)

After all the letters have been collected, ask your students to name the materials and letters they
found.

Take some letters out of the bin, and have the person who found each letter say the letter aloud.

Related Learning Resources
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Wondering how to explain photosynthesis to a

kindergartener ? Here is a worksheet that

explains how plants grow through a simple

picture.

Worksheet

Kindergarten  Science

Fine motor skills and reading uppercase and

lowercase letters come together in dot-to-dot

coloring pages and mazes. Versatile games

throw numbers and shapes into the mix too!

Workbook

Preschool  Reading & Writing

Help your students learn uppercase and

lowercase letters while teaching them about

environmental responsibility with an Earth Day

letter scavenger hunt.

Lesson Plan

worksheet
How Plants Grow

workbook
Now I Know My ABCs

lesson plan
Earth Day Letter Hunt

https://www.education.com/worksheet/article/how-plants-grow/?source=related_materials&order=1
https://www.education.com/workbook/now-i-know-my-abcs-workbook/?source=related_materials&order=2
https://www.education.com/lesson-plan/earth-day-letter-hunt/?source=related_materials&order=3

